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Abstract

There are many assumptions for Vietnam newspaper to publish fake news, esp. In case
studies of Thanh nien newspaper (thanhnien.vn) and Tuoi tre newspaper (tuoitre.vn) , for
instance money corruption, political or economic reasons, and influential model, or just
simply, they can not publish many articles as competitors, etc.

This paper using experience, qualitative analysis, historicalism methods to analyze bad
behaviors of publishing false information of the above 2 newspapers cases in Vietnam
and this study aim to provide some educational lessons for journalism students in
Vietnam and other merging markets.

There are several ways to control this above bad publishing of fake news, for example,
administrative or civil law, or even criminal act law or public punishment, etc. Our
purpose is to eliminate those journalists who have not standards of writing ethics.

Key words: troubles for society, criminal law, publishing fake news, Thanh nien
newspaper, Tuoi Tre newspaper

JEL: K10, K14, K15

1. Introduction

All newspapers that advocate giving up politics are also political. It is only a matter of
how to do politics and what kind of politics to do” (source: Marx and Engels: Complete
Volume, Publishing House. National Program, H., 2004, vol. 17, p.551.), Lenin raised an
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important point: “The press is the initial battleground from which the Party will wage a
struggle against the your opponent with a matching weapon. The daily newspaper is an
irreplaceable tool of propaganda and mass mobilization” (source: V.I. Lenin: Complete
Volume, Publishing House. Progress, Moscow, 1979, p.8, p.245.). In fact, V.I. Lenin
affirmed that, for each revolutionary party, the publication of the newspaper is the first
important milestone. “The starting point of the activity, the first practical step towards the
desired organizations..., must be the establishment of the All-Russian political newspaper.
First of all, we need a newspaper, without which it is impossible to systematically
conduct propaganda and agitation with the utmost principle and comprehensiveness.

This study aims to educate students via using real situations of recent examples of
Vietnam magazines, such as Thanhnien.vn and Tuoitre.vn online related to publishing
fake news that cause troubles for our society and community. We also analyze legal court
cases of above Thanh nien newspaper and Tuoi tre newspaper that lead to some of their
writers put into prison. However, until year 2022, Thanh nien newspaper (very bad
editors Nguyen Ngoc Toan and Dang Thi Phuong Thao) still try to publish (and allow
their writers to publish) fake news online in the context of covid 19 in which cause many
troubles and anxiety for society. So it raised an issue of applying V.I Lenin and Ho Chi
Minh thoughts into training staff of writers and journalists.

Then, this paper shows examples and discusses how we can govern this bad behaviors
that can be considered as a kind of internet crime, and therefore, we conduct this study
with the introduction, the research issues, literature review, and methodology then
discussion, conclusion, and suggestions.

2. Literature review

First of all, Our country's press must make an active contribution to the propagation of
Marxist-Leninist theory, Ho Chi Minh's thought, and the lines and policies of the Party
and State. The leadership of the Party is reflected in the formulation of guidelines and
guidelines, according to which leaders of the press and press agencies, orient the content
of press information, and outline guidelines and strategies for the press to react. properly
reflect the guidelines, guidelines, principles, purposes, functions and tasks of the press.
The press must actively contribute to building social ideals for the sake of a rich people, a
strong country, a democratic, just and civilized society; contributing to political and
ideological stability, mobilizing all resources for socio-economic development, and
improving people's quality of life. The press and publication have a responsibility to
contribute to the Marxist-Leninist worldview and Ho Chi Minh's thought to hold the
leading position in the spiritual life of society, to encourage the entire Party and people to
overcome difficulties and trials. challenges, dynamism and creativity in implementing the
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Resolution of the VII Party Congress, maintaining political stability, continuing to
promote the renovation process, bringing the country out of the state of socio-economic
crisis, maintaining firmly in the socialist orientation…”
(source: Directive 08-CT/TW dated March 31, 1992 on strengthening leadership and
management in order to improve the quality and efficiency of press and publishing work,
access date 27/2/2022)

Then we summarize related studies as follows:

Table 1 - Previous related studies

Authors Year Content, results
Chiang, Wu, & Yang 2019 The advancement and

popularity of the Internet
have enabled people to
obtain and
distribute news messages
quickly and ubiquitously.
People now use mobile
phones and
social media to obtain news
messages.

Minh, N.D 2018 points out requirements for
the application of Ho Chi
Minh
Ideology on journalistic
ethics

Vamanu 2019 Having been invoked as a
disturbing factor in recent
elections across the globe,
fake news has become a
frequent object of inquiry
for scholars and
practitioners in various
fields of study and practice.

Batista & Gradim 2020 Combating the spread of
fake news remains a
difficult problem. For this
reason, it is
increasingly urgent to
understand the phenomenon
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of fake news.
Vese, D. (2021) 2021 argues that public law

already protects freedom of
expression and ensures its
effectiveness at the
international

Khan et al 2021 Solve ambiguities caused by
fake news in the event after
2016 US presidential
election in social context

(source: authors synthesis)

3. Methodology and information
Authors will be based on dialectical and historicalism method, authors also use
experience, observations via an example of a case study and other qualitative methods,
including synthesis, explanation, and inductive approaches.

3. Main findings

4.1 Legal case studies of fake news publishing at Tuoi Tre newspaper (tuoitre.vn) and
Thanh nien newspaper (thanhnien.vn) in Vietnam

Which laws govern Disciplinary action against individuals involved in the violations of the

Thanhnien newspaper (thanhnien.vn) and Electronic Youth Newspaper

Post-PMU18 press crisis

(Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

A large-scale press crisis occurred[citation needed] after the temporary closure of the

PMU18 case and the sudden release of Nguyen Viet Tien, one of the main suspects in the

PMU18 case in 2008. . For the first time, many journalists were interrogated, investigated

and had to go to court. Facing the law and working according to the law has aroused a great

deal of public opinion and produced various effects leading to a rather far-reaching crisis of

awareness, belief and behaviour.

(source: https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/, access date 27/2/2022)

On August 1, 2008, Deputy Minister of Information and Communications Do Quy Doan

signed a decision to revoke the press cards of 7 officials and reporters who committed
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serious violations, including Nguyen Quoc Phong, Deputy Editor-in-Chief Thanh Nien

Newspaper, Bui Van Thanh, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Tuoi Tre newspaper, Huynh Kim

Sanh, General Secretary of Thanh Nien Newspaper Office, and Mr. Duong Duc Da Trang,

Head of the Representative Office of Tuoi Tre newspaper in Ho Chi Minh City in Hanoi.

the reason they violated Articles 7, Article 10 and Article 15 of the Law on Vietnam Press,

namely "directly wrote, edited, approved and published news articles on the PMU 18 case,

which contained false information. serious truth"

On the morning of October 15, the Hanoi People's Court prosecuted citizens Nguyen Viet

Chien and Nguyen Van Hai for "abusing positions and powers while performing official

duties" under Article 281 of the Penal Code. . The court issued a judgment, according to

which journalist Nguyen Viet Chien of Thanh Nien newspaper was sentenced to two years

in prison, journalist Nguyen Van Hai was released after the trial ended with a suspended

sentence of 24 months.

At the trial, Mr. Nguyen Van Hai admitted that this investigation and indictment were

"relatively objective and accurate" and said that the individual's mistake was only receiving

false information, not intentionally commenting. infer. Hai admitted that there were six

articles with many false contents, "having more or less influence on the subjects

mentioned". However, the defendant did not do it intentionally, but it was just

"occupational accidents".

Mr. Nguyen Viet Chien still insisted that the articles published on Thanh Nien accused

were sourced from responsible and competent officials and did not comment. Mr. Chien

himself, when he saw other newspapers published, re-evaluated the information with

officials of the General Department of Police before using it again. According to him, the

new PMU 18 case deals with gambling and giving bribes, while the corruption part has not

been tried. Meanwhile, journalists can't wait, so they have to gather information from many

sources. Particularly for the article "40 VIPs running the case", the defendant said that he
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had verified it from four different sources. Nguyen Viet Chien himself participated in

writing 70 articles and was considered a "systematic" mistake.

(source:

https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%E1%BB%A5_kh%E1%BB%A7ng_ho%E1%BA%A3ng_

b%C3%A1o_ch%C3%AD_h%E1%BA%ADu_PMU18, access date 27/2/2022)

4.2 Education lessons for students from V.I Lenin and Ho Chi Minh ideas

Resolution No. 16-NQ/TW, dated August 1, 2007 of the Party Central Committee (X
term) "On ideological, theoretical and press work in response to new requirements"
affirms: "Private work The ideology, theory, and the press must play an important role in
protecting and developing Marxism-Leninism, Ho Chi Minh's thought, the Party's
viewpoints and lines, making the ideology of the Party and the class working class,
socialist ideals, good values in the national cultural tradition, and the world's cultural
quintessence occupy a dominant position in social spiritual life".
(source: Communist Party of Vietnam, Complete Party Document, National Political
Publishing House Truth, volume 66, Hanoi 2017, p. 420, access date 27/2/2022)
In the current period of national renewal, our Party continues to affirm: "Ideological and
theoretical work is a particularly important component of the entire Party's
activities"(source: Communist Party of Vietnam, Complete Party Document, National
Political Publishing House Truth, volume 66, Hanoi 2017, pp.420), the Press Law of the
year. 2016 also affirmed: “The press in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam is an essential
means of information for social life; is the mouthpiece of Party agencies, state agencies,
socio-political organizations, socio-political-professional organizations, social
organizations, socio-professional organizations; is the forum of the People” (source:
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Press Law 2016 No.
103/2016/QH13).
Next, During his revolutionary career, President Ho Chi Minh always considered the
press and journalists as sharp weapons in the struggle for national independence and
building a new life for the people. His working life is not separate from journalism.
Journalists are to make revolutions and to make revolutions.
For President Ho Chi Minh, building and fighting are always two sides of the same thing,
building must be built to fight against and resist to build, in which construction is the
most basic thing... Therefore, writing a newspaper is to state the the good, the good of our
people, of our army, of our cadres, of our friends, but at the same time, also to criticize
our shortcomings, of the cadres, of the people, of the army. Do not write only the good,
but hide the bad. But criticism must be correct, honest and sincere, not let the enemy take
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advantage of it to counter propaganda. If the good, the good, it must be in moderation,
not exaggerated. Each of his articles are naturally and fluently matched between words
and expressions with the level of awareness, understanding and thinking of each subject,
which are rooted in real life with different experiences. numbers, facts have been
considered, checked, selected, giving readers and listeners high and accurate information.
Therefore, his thoughts, whether on the issues of daily life, labor or the great problems of
the country and of the times, are conveyed in a poignant, profound, easy-to-understand
manner. filial piety, remember strong persuasion.
(source: https://soctrang.dcs.vn/, access date 27/2/2022).

5. Discussion and conclusion

Minh, N.D. (2018) said In our country, the press is a sharp tool in the struggle for
national liberation, make a great contribution in the process of promoting the
development of society. Therefore, it is required to have a team of journalists who love
the profession, Dedicated to the profession, aware of his position and role in social. The
press can only do the right function of themselves and really become an important factor
promoting the development of society when fully meeting the requirements of that
demand. Therefore, the building of people's morality Journalism is always an important
thing to be taken care of right level.
At the 2nd Congress, Vietnam Journalists Association, on April 16, 1959, President Ho
Chi Minh advised: “… All journalists (writers, printers, editors, publishers, etc.) ) must
have a firm political stance. Politics must be mastered, if the political direction is correct,
then other things will be right. Therefore, our newspapers must have the right political
line”; “The job of a journalist is important and glorious. To accomplish that task well,
one must try to study politics, improve ideology, stand firmly on the proletariat stand; We
must raise our cultural level, we must go deeply into our profession.” This is the great
thought throughout the entire mass media policy of our Party over the past time.
In May 1949, in a letter to the first newspaper writing class Huynh Thuc Khang,
President Ho Chi Minh wrote: "If you want to write a good newspaper, you need to: 1.
Being close to the people, just sitting in the paper room and writing, you cannot write
practically. ; 2. must know at least one foreign language to read foreign newspapers and
learn from people's experiences; 3. When you finish writing an article, you have to
review it three or four times yourself, correcting it carefully. Better yet, ask a few people
with little culture to see and ask them what questions they don't understand, then correct
them to make them easier to understand; 4. Always try to learn, always seek progress…”.
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(source: https://nguoilamtruyenhinh.com/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-doi-voi-nghe-bao-va-
nguoi-lam-bao-2266/, access date 27/2/2022).

Future research directions
Authors may expand further future research to enhance educating students in journalism
major
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