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Abstract 
 

For national development and wisdom, we need to pay attention to children and 
students education. That’s why this study choose a topic of English language 
education for children and students at secondary and high schools. 
This paper will address many views from how to teach English as secondary 
language for them, as well as how to teach 4 English skills and also, explore and 
emphasizes ideologies of Ho Chi Minh and V.I Lenin on the youth education. 
The study findings show us that there are opportunities for teaching English 
language. For instance, first, English is an innovative language, so we can study to 
learn new words, new terms; second, Students can learn both vocabulary and 
meanings of words; third, Study English online with professionals in covid pandemic 
time and fourth, Study English by writing English every week. 

 
Keywords: English Skills, Teaching Quality, Children, Character Development, 
Secondary, High School Students. 

 

 
Background 

Teaching English as foreign secondary 
langue for children and students in innovative 
methods have been becoming hot concern in 
recent years in emerging markets such as 
Vietnam. 

As a global trend, teaching English for 
children from kindergarten time require 
cooperation of parents and teachers. In addition 
to allowing children to participate in English 
classes to get acquainted from kindergarten, 
teaching English to children requires more than 
that. Because in fact, the effectiveness of 
English classes for preschool age depends on 
the personality of the child. 

Bui Thi Nhat Tuyen, Le Thi Dieu Nga (2020) 
mentioned In the process of learning English, 
students have to practice all 4 skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing, and often face 
many difficulties when learning to understand 
English according to the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 

And Le Huong Hoa (2021) stated In Viet 
Nam universities and colleges, Foreign 
languages, in general and English in particular 
are currently one of the important keys for 
learners to enter the local and global labor 
market, which is currently very exciting in the 
context of industrialization, modernization and 
integration. A worrying situation today for 
university education is the lack of basic and 
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specialized English knowledge (for students of 
non-specialized English major). 

And Huy, D.T.N., Hanh, N.T.T., Hang, N.T., 
Nhung, P.T.H., Thao, N.T.P., Han, L.T., & Sang, 
D.T. (2021) mentioned some pedagogy 
psychological issues in teaching. 

Research Question 

What are solutions for teaching English as 
secondary language - 4 skills for children and 
students in secondary schools and high schools? 

What are Ho Chi Minh and Lenin viewpoints 
on education? 

Literature Review 

First of all, Le Huong Hoa & Dinh Tran Ngoc 
Huy (2021) mentioned there are difficulties in 
teaching ESP vocabulary for police students. 

Second, Huong, D.T., Huy, D.T.N., Hang, 
N.T., Trang, P.T.H., & Ngu, D.T. (2021) stated if 
suitable, we can apply case teaching methods in 
teaching at schools. 

Third, Le, K., & Nguyen, M. (2021)                       
re-confirm vital role of education in developing 
countries. 

 
 

Then we summarize in below table: 

Table 1. 

Previous studies 
Authors Year Contents, results 

Hashemi & Azizinezhah 2011 Compared to adults, children are more energetic, have shorter attention spans, and learn 
language according to specific stages of development; these present planning challenges for 
the teacher. The key to teaching English to children is to understand the principles of language 
acquisition and apply it in ways that keep children motivated to learn. Children's world is playing 
and imitating. 

Padurean, A.N 2014 tries to determine whether children with special educational needs (SEN) should learn foreign 
languages with teachers from mainstream education or with supporting teachers. Study 
concluded that teachers are able to teach regular children simultaneously with mainstream 
children, though these are reluctant regarding the education of children with special educational 
needs in mainstream education. 

Nguyen Mai Khanh 2019 The article refers to the content of managing activities of teaching English in junior high school 
according to the competency approach, including 6 main contents: 1) Management of goals, 
content, and curriculum for teaching English in secondary schools. capacity-based basis; 2) 
Directing the teacher's teaching activities according to the approach to developing student's 
capacity; 3) Manage student's learning activities according to competency approach; 4) 
Managing innovation of teaching methods according to the approach of developing students' 
ability; 5) Develop conditions to support the management of English teaching activities 
according to the approach to developing student's capacity; 6) Manage, test and evaluate 
students' learning outcomes according to competency approach. 

Bland, J 2019 A case is made that the role of the teacher is pivotal, and the opportunities the teacher could 

share with the children, if sufficiently well prepared, include the collateral-learning educational 
goals of English for young learners, such as the pleasure of story, multiple literacies and 
intercultural learning. 

Pham Thi Thanh Hai, Nguyen 
Thi Sen 

2020 Innovating the organization of foreign language teaching activities, especially in organizing the 
English practice environment, has become one of the key tasks in order to form and develop 
communication capacity for students., helping them to study actively and effectively, become 
learners capable of self-study and confidently communicate in the environment of international 
economic integration, meeting the requirements of industrialization and modernization of the 
land country. The article proposes a number of measures to manage the organization of the 
English practice environment at public high schools in Cau Giay district, Hanoi according to the 
approach of developing learners' capacity. 

Nguyen Thi Huong  2020 One of the characteristics of foreign language classrooms in Vietnam is the large class size. 
Vietnam's education sector has been constantly improving the quality of foreign language 
teaching and learning. Renovation of teaching methods in parallel with the renovation of 
curricula and textbooks has been taking place for many years. The goal in teaching English is 
to focus on innovating teaching methods in the direction of active learners' activities under the 
guidance of teachers. The article refers to the concept of a large class, methods of teaching 
English to a large class through experience in order to give learners the opportunity to practice 
the language in a meaningful way. 

Bui Thi Nhat Tuyen, Le Thi Dieu 
Nga 

2020 Students meet difficulties in learning English at 4 skills. 

Le, T.T.H., Do Thu Huong, 
N.T.H., & Giang, N.D.H.  

2021 Technology applications has been influencing teaching methods 

Le Huong Hoa & Dinh Tran 
Ngoc Huy 

2021 Discovering the teachers’ linguistic and pedagogical difficulties has made great contributions to 
the researchers’ professional development as teachers of English and ESP practitioners at the 
PPU. A better understanding of the problems faced by the teachers, is likely to give rise to a 
suitable procedure to overcome these difficulties, and deal with the requirements of the ESP 
teaching situation better 

Le Huong Hoa 2021 In Recent years there is increase in demand for learning and teaching English as secondary 
foreign language for non-English major students at Vietnam colleges and universities. 

Dinh Tran Ngoc Huy, Le Thi 
Thanh Huong, Do Thu Huong, 
Nguyen Thi Thuy Hanh, Do Thi 
Sang.  

2021 propose suggestions for standardizing kid teachers, as well as lessons from Western education 
style and method. Teachers or kid instructors need to prepare well by lesson planning. This 
study also analyzes psychological issues in kid educating at kindergarten and at home for 
parent and teachers. 

Le Thi Thanh Huong, Dinh Tran 
Ngoc Huy, Nguyen Thi Hang, 
Nguyen Thi Hoa 

2021 Children from 0-10 age are so young and need proper teaching methods. In this study authors 
suggest both teaching methods of English for children, and teaching them to drowning is smart 
virtual using 4.0 simulation technology for children 

Leng Thi Lan, Dinh Tran Ngoc 
Huy, Dinh Thi Hien, Nguyen Thi 
Hoa, Pham Thi Huyen Trang 

2021 Educating the youth in developing and developed countries such as Vietnam is receiving lots of 
concerns from the public and government 
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Methodology 

Firstly, This study aims to open new insights 
about teaching English as secondary language 
for children and students at secondary and high 
schools. 

Secondly, the methodology used in this 
study based on a literature review of various 
scientific manuscripts that have been published. 

Thirdly, authors use inductive, synthesis 
and explanatory methods combined with 
experiences. 
 

Main Findings 

1. Teaching English for Children, Secondary 
and High School Students 

There are Difficulties in Teaching English for 
Example 

First, Students' ability to self-study English 
is assessed mainly at the Average level and     
self-study in multimedia conditions is still limited. 
Most students only perform tasks assigned by 
teachers or tied to grades. Only a few students 

who love English will voluntarily complete 
assignments and refer to documents. 

Second, Students also make many 
mistakes in grammar and vocabulary or skip 
writing, and have limited listening 
comprehension, presentation, communication 
and essay writing abilities. 

And Gautam (2015) mentioned Children 
bring a lot of energy and enthusiasm and if a 
teacher can make use of that energy in creating 
learning atmosphere in class, both the children 
and teacher enjoy being in the pre-primary and 
primary classes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next, We Analyze in Below Table 

Table 2. 

Teaching English for each type of learners 
For Children For Secondary students For High school students 

• Children can learn English via 
Songs and games. 

• For children who are agile, easy 
to communicate and operate, the 
ability to absorb teachers in class 
will be better than those who are 
shy. Therefore, regardless of age, 
children need learning methods to 
absorb more effectively. 

• Form kindergarten children can 
learn English 

• Rusiana & Nuraeningsih (2016) 
find out whether traditional games 
are effective to be used in English 
teaching and learning. This 
research was conducted at SDIT 
Lukman al Hakim of fourth grader 
students with the number of 
students was 19. The design of 
the researh is quasi-experimental 
with one control group pre-test 
and post-test. The instruments 
are pre-test and post-test. The 
games which are used in this 
research are gedrik and 
betengan. The findings shows 
that traditional games are 
effective for teaching English. 
Suggestions are proposed for 
Englishngsinh teachers in 
implementing the technique in the 
class 

• Students can learn how to make 
English magazines with lessons 
and lots of pictures 

• Via diversified and flexible 
activities in each lesson such as 
warm up, vocabulary, grammar, 4 
skills, exercises, MCQ to 
consolidate knowledge, organize 
games  

• Learn publishing English 
magazines in schools to practice 
life skills. 

• Levels of study: Elementary Pre-
Intermediate, Intermediate, Pre-
Advanced, Advanced  

• Diversify the English learning 
environment through 
groups/pairs, individuals, whole 
classes, learning games, role-
playing, theatre, etc. to create a 
variety of interactions. 

(source: made by authors) 
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Moreover, We Analyze Opportunities and 
Challenges in Teaching English as Follows 

 

Table 3. 

Opportunities vs challenges 

Opportunities Challenges 

• English is an innovative 
language, so we can 
study to learn new words, 
new terms 

• Students can learn both 
vocabulary and meanings 
of words. 

• Study English online with 
professionals in covid 
time. 

• Study English by writing 
English every week. 

• It is hard to approach a new academic fields with specialized 
English vocabulary. 

• There is gap between urban and rural regions, rich and poor, so 
different levels of using English for students and difficult to shorten 
the gap. 

• The teacher's real professional capacity, ability to understand 
students and search for corpus materials is still limited. 

• Students are ethnic minorities, living in remote areas. The English 
learning environment is still limited, and the family has not been 
properly cared for. Students have not identified their learning 
motivation and spend a lot of time on self-study; Students feel 
burdened in studying, studying mainly for exams; understanding of 
social culture is still modest. 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• We can lead children 
through magazines with 
lots of pictures to study 
English better. 

• We can support children 
and students with 
experienced supervisors, 
and experienced 
lecturers. 

• We can organize English 
activities as project-based 
learning as an 
extracurricular activity. 

• We can organize 
exhibitions and various 
English club activities. 

• Covid 19 has influenced educating English very much 

• There is gap between IELTS, TOEFLE and English academic to 
write articles 

• Challenges for new students to learn how to make English 
magazines at schools 

• Some schools have English clubs, but not many, mainly for good 
and good students to join. 

(source: made by authors) 
 
Besides, in Khanh Hoa province, From the 

cover, the A4-size magazines have attracted 
viewers by many impressive, vivid, harmonious 
and outstanding images designed by the 
students themselves. The content is also very 
rich, from stories, poems, reportages, songs..., 
all written in English. On the writing pages, the 
children have the opportunity to express their 
thoughts and feelings to their teachers, parents, 
friends, and people around them, and to express 
their views on social issues. Sometimes, it's a 
story about a deep family memory, a favorite 
class, an unforgettable lesson, or a mistake... 

Contributing to creating more highlights for 
the magazine are photos taken by students of 
real people, real things, from the school campus 
to teachers, janitors, security guards... 
accompanied by comments expressing their 
concern. heart, gratitude to people who do 
ordinary jobs. In addition, there are also pictures 

of places in the school that the children find 
dangerous and not clean so that they can 
present their aspirations and suggestions to 
teachers, schools and families through the 
"Confession Corner". In the section "I'm a small 
reporter", the students conducted their own 
English interviews with teachers and 
upperclassmen on all issues of life. 

 
(source: https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-
duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-
8106016/) 
  

https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-8106016/
https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-8106016/
https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-8106016/
https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-8106016/
https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-8106016/
https://baokhanhhoa.vn/xa-hoi/giao-duc/201902/lam-tap-chi-de-hoc-tieng-anh-8106016/
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2. Values of Education Lessons for the 
Youth from Ho Chi Minh Ideologies 

Moreover, We Can Analyze Ho Chi Minh and 
Lenin Ideologies for Education in Below 
Table 

 
 

 

Table 4. 

Educational lessons from Ho Chi Minh and Lenin ideologies  
Ho Chi Minh ideologies V.I Lenin ideologies 

President Ho Chi Minh affirmed: "Teenagers and 
children are the future masters of the country", 
whether Vietnam's mountains and rivers will become 
beautiful or not, will the Vietnamese people step up 
to the glory station to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the heroes. Whether the five continents are 
successful or not, it is partly thanks to their studies. 
That is why the entire Party, people and all forces 
need to pay attention to, care for and educate 
teenagers and children. Writer; “Taking care of and 
educating children well is the task of the entire Party 
and people. That work must be done patiently and 
persistently.” Families, schools and society must 
take care of fostering, educating and training young 
people to become a force to follow the youth, who 
are all good citizens, into revolutionary shock 
squads, and a backup force. of the Party in order to 
faithfully and excellently continue the revolutionary 
cause, effectively serving communist ideals. 
Because if we do not take care of the young 
generation, do not create a virtuous and talented 
successor force, there will not be socialist people to 
successfully build socialism and communism. 
(source: Ho Chi Minh complete volume, National 
Politics Publisher, Hanoi, 2011, vol.4,5). 
Loving children, President Ho Chi Minh always cares 
about their education. Uncle considered children to 
be the future masters of the country, so it was 
necessary to practice revolutionary morality as soon 
as possible. Many of Uncle Ho's teachings to 
children have been deeply remembered by 
generations of Vietnamese teenagers and children. 
Highlights are the 5 principles Uncle Ho taught 
teenagers and children. 

Marx and Lenin paid lots of attention on education 
for the youth. 
V.I. Lenin advocated that the party members of the 
Party should be fostered up to the level of 
revolutionary intellectuals. This issue was selected 
from the struggle of the masses: “We have the 
strength to do it, precisely because the 
spontaneous masses that rose up to act also 
emerged from their ranks an increasing number of 
"professional revolutionary" 

(source: author synthesis) 
 
Last but not least, Ho Chi Minh was soon 

aware of the position, importance and role of 
culture. Culture is created by people, but when it 
is formed, it will go into all aspects of social life, 
contributing to nurturing and governing the ways, 
habits, customs, practices and beliefs in the 
development of society. Therefore, the training of 
socialist people must be carried out on the basis 
of a new socialist culture. It is a culture built on 
the basis of inheriting the values of traditional 
culture as well as absorbing the quintessence of 
human culture. It is a people-centered culture of 
socio-economic development, all for the sake of 
people and by people. Therefore, education to 
raise the cultural level for everyone, making a 
great contribution to the formation and building of 

a new culture is absolutely necessary. Along with 
raising the cultural level in educational content, 
Ho Chi Minh is also interested in fostering 
scientific knowledge for everyone. 

(source: http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-
ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-
va.htm, access date 22/12/2021). 
 

Discussion and Conclusion 

First we discuss how to improve 4 English 
skills in below table: 
  

http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-va.htm,
http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-va.htm,
http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-va.htm,
http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-va.htm,
http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-va.htm,
http://hict.edu.vn/khoa-hoc-co-ban/tu-tuong-ho-chi-minh-ve-noi-dung-giao-duc-va.htm,
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Table 5. 

4 English skills Improvement 

Speaking 

• New learners need experienced students to 
share and guide them or teach them new 
vocabulary. 

• Develop various topics. 

• Get in pairs and practice, game is to see who 
have more ideas and points. 

Listening 

• New earners need to listen and watch English 
movies 

• Listen conversation and catch up main ideas. 

• Listen and guess meanings of words. 

• Practice both speaking and listening. 

Writing 

• New learners need to update new terms by 
writing papers and articles and magazines, 
journals, etc. 

• Pick a topic and write into paragraphs with 
main topic sentence beginning. 

• Write with skeleton and topic. 

Reading 

• New learners need to join English clubs to 
read and discuss various English topics 

• Read paragraphs and cat up main ideas 

• Read and guess meanings of words 

• read and write had connection closely 

(Source: author analysis) 
 
English Education is a process with lots of 

efforts to help the development and potential of 
individual abilities so that they are useful for the 
interests of their lives, both as individuals and as 
members of society.  

Throughout the process, students can learn 
to give, learn to receive, learn to be patient, learn 
to appreciate, and learn to respect and though 
this education process, we can create ad 
develop more human resources and form human 
beings with high integrity and character 
development.  

Last but not least, Rusiana & Nuraenihngsih 
(2016) stated Teaching English for Elementary 
level is very important for preparing students to 
be ready and well prepared generation to be met 
with the future demand like communication and 
technology. 

And Nguyen Thi Mai Anh (2020) stated 
Humans are the product of education. Highly 
qualified people are the result of a modern, 
effective and quality education. Therefore, 
educational management activities play a huge 
role in the development of the country. In recent 
years, the educational management of our 
country has had orientations that closely follow 
the goals and requirements of the country's 
development. However, the results have not 
been achieved as expected, there are still many 
limitations and shortcomings. The problem is to 
really renew thinking and educational 
management activities, as a basis for the 
fundamental and comprehensive reform of 
Vietnamese education. 

 

Limitation of Research 

The research model can be expanded for 
analyzing teaching English for each 
subjects/major. 
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